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Pathology of Malignant Epithelial Growths of the Skin.— John A. 
I'OltDYCE (.tour. Amer. Mol. Assoc., 1010, lv, No. 19, 1924) believes 
from bis numerous investigations that no one agent is concerned in 
the malignant proliferation of epithelial tumors, ami that a multiple 
etiology is responsible for the cutaneous carcinomata. A strong argu- 
inent against the theory of the parasitic- nature of the disease is the 
development of epit ichomata following exposure to sunlight, Hiintgeu 
rays, and other radiant energy. The action of such chemical sub¬ 
stances as arsenic, tar, tobacco, and scnrict-rcd on epithelium, for 
wiuch they have a special predilection, goes to show that a variety of 
agents have the power to stimulate epithelial mitosis which may pass 
into malignancy. Carcinomata which develop on scar tissue or ante¬ 
cedent conditions of the skin like lupus, syphilis, etc., suggest the 
I( ea °‘ ““splaccd cells in some cases and in others with degenerative 
processes which interfere with the functional life of the cells, followed 
as a consequence by overgrowth of the cells. 

The Tineas.— It. Saboi-kand, au authority, enters upon the subject 
of the cryptogamle 11 seese at great length ( Ilril. .lour, nf Derm., October, 
1. IU, pp. d-H, Ji>), the following points being of practical interest. It 
is stated that different forms of fungi are responsible for ringworm and 
an . <l . ,mt 1,11 ar,s - 1,111 <lf • r,,KI cases, 150 were title to mierosporon, 
-IS to trichophyton, and 52 to favus. Eleven species of mierosporon 
are described lit the author, lo of Trichophyton endothrix, 15 of 
trichophyton eetothnx, anil 5 of favus, which affect man and cer¬ 
tain of the lower animals. No accidents effecting the brain from the 
use- of x-rays are recorded. An important practical question discussed 
is tlte danger of producing permanent loss of hair from the use of 
x-rays in the treatment of tlte tineas or the scalp. Sahourand takes 
the \lew that if such an accident did occur it was due to an overdose, 
the same region being exposed to more than one full dose at too short 
an interval or to the regulation distance of 15 cm. between the anti- 
cathode and the scalp not being adhered to. 

(The profession is greatly indebted to Sabourand for our present 
knowledge of the treatment of the tineas by x-rays, his labors in Paris 
over many years having resulted in much good for therapy.—L. A. D.) 

Etiology of Elephantiasis. G. C. Siiattuck (Ilmhm Mai. and Sura, 
■lour., clxtit, No. 10, p. , IS) directs attention to tile relation between 
cucma, hyperplasia of connective tissue, and lymphatic dilatation. 
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Hie essential characteristics of the acquired form of the disease arc 
lynipliangiectasis, hyperplasia of connective tissue, and chronic edema 
and these conditions may frequently he attributed to the interaction 
of stasis and inflammation, stases always occurring earlv, and per¬ 
sisting. Inflammation may precede or follow stasis, or may he absent 
at any stage of the disease, and may be acute or chronic and generally 
may be traced to bacterial infection. Chronic stasis or inflammation 
may predispose to elephantiasis, hut the disease (foes not always 
result even when they occur together, l-ilaria is an important factor 
in the production of endemic elephantiasis of some countries, but is 
not essential to the occurrence of the endemic variety. The disease 
in regions where filaria abound results indirectly from fllariasis through 
bacterial infection. * 


Solid Carbon Dioxide in Dermatology.-E. R. Morton (Lanai, 
August -0, 1910, p. aoS) relates his experience in a large number of 
cases, including capillary and cavernous nevi, port-wine marks, lupus 
vulgans, moles, and warts. Of capillary nevi, 212 cases were com¬ 
pletely cured by a single application, lasting on the average fortv 
seconds. Other cases had more applications. In cavernous nevi 
the results were not so successful, although 33 cases were cured by a 
single application, and 5 incompletely cured or not benefited In 
port-wine mark every portion of the lesion had to he treated two 
or three times. In lupus vulgaris crusts are to lie removed and firm 
pressure made with the crayon for at least forty seconds. The heal¬ 
ing process occupied from two to three weeks." The results were re¬ 
garded as satisfactory. In moles and warts the treatment is eminently 
successful. In pigmented and hairy moles from thirty to fortv seconds 
are usually required, but the author is not sure as to the permanence 
or the destruction or loss of the hair due to the freezing. (But little 
IS said about tlie pain following the application, which some operators 
find an objectionable feature of the treatment.) 

Therapeutic Use of Refrigeration with Solid Carbon Dioxide — 
"• A - ? USEV (Jour. Culanrom Disease.,, July, 1910) contributes a 
paper of great interest in connection with this chemical agent which 
nl late has become so popular with dermatologists for the treatment 
of various affections of the skin. In treating lesions up to the size of 
one-half inch III diameter, where thd lesion is uniform in surface, one 
application of a mass of the snow, which is moulded or pared asnearlv 
as possible to the size and shape of the lesion, is made. For lesion’s 
above an inch in diameter the best practice is to shape the end of the 
stick of CO. into a rectangular form in order to get perfect coaptation 
of tlie area treated. Even pressure should he exerted, in order to avoid 
irregularities in the freezing of the tissues. Warm or cold bathing 
of the part after freezing relieves the pain. As a rule, no after treat¬ 
ment is called for, beyond ordinary antiseptic precautions. Blebs 
that form may be emptied or allowed to rupture without surgical 
interference. Lntownrd effects seldom result. Sears, if these result 
are usually of a benign or excellent character. The list of diseases 
in which this agent may he employed with tlie expectation of satis- 



